P.M.C. St.Rita’s, June 9-2026b
St Rita’s Church Hall
Father Tim Kitzke was the speaker for the evening, and began his program with a question. “What kind of group do we want to be?” The question was simple enough, but as you might have guessed, coming from a very gifted Clergyman, it’s a philosophical bomb. What I mean by that is that it will have a different meaning for everyone in the room. And indeed, Father got three or four excellent answers.
Father suggested that the Club, in fact any Club or group, is sort like a recipe for bread. There are all sorts of ingredients, but without salt and leavening, it isn’t really “bread.” He reasoned that the salt (or spice) was in the bread to give it  a flavor all its own. Leavening has two definitions: 1- a substance used in dough or batter to make it rise, such as yeast or baking powder. But, as significant as that is for a club, there is a second definition: 2- A quality or element that permeates and modifies or transforms something for the better. And there is the message.
Our Club has spice in the form of vibrance, ideas and drive. I think Father Kitzke is asking if there is enough “leavening” to “modify or transform our something” into something better.
Once again, a philosophical question, with many answers.
Knowing that the origins of the Pompeii Mens Club were deeply connected to the Holy Name Society domiciled in the Little Pink Church with its roots in Europe, I decided to find out more about the mission and practices of Holy Name Societies. There was a lot of information.
According to Wikipedia, Holy Name Societies were, “Christian voluntary association of laypeople. These organizations were created for the specific purpose of promoting special works of Christian charity or piety, and approved by the Church hierarchy. They are most common among Catholics, Lutherans, Anglicans, and Western Orthodox as groups of Christian men committed to good works. Groups, such as these are defined as “Confraternities” (note the word has within it “fraternities”). Members of such groups are essentially bonded together as a “brotherhood” bent on doing good works for the community, and for each other in the service to God. As an instrument of medieval times, activities of the H.N.S’s. have become somewhat unrelated to modern day culture. Confraternites dedicated themselves to tasks such as assisting with burials by donating burial robes or monetary payment, attending the burial mass, volunteering in the local hospitals, organization of and participation in religious feast days, giving dowries for local orphans, selling and preparing bread used for local religious holidays, escorting the condemned during the inquisition, burying the dead during epidemics and other charitable acts as deemed appropriate by the confraternity members or parish priest.[10] Society could not function strictly through government programs because there was also a need to take care of matters such as burials, and provide for the poor and indigent. While governments-maintained programs to handle these needs, they were better managed by lay organizations or the "neighbor helping neighbor" theory.
Full interpretation of Father Tim’s message is “neighbor helping neighbor”.  After all, isn’t that the substance of the golden rule.
Is Fr.Tim asking if we as Fraternal Brothers are “ministering” enough to each other? Are the needs of the father of a wayward child, the victim of a serious car accident or perhaps an assault being addressed? Are we helpful to those Brothers who are facing job loss, or major health adjustments.

Full interpretation of Father Tim’s message beggs the question, if the point is summarized appropriately enough in the last line of the above paragraph "neighbor helping neighbor" theory.









